
PROBUS CLUB OF DUNCAN NEWSLETTER 

JULY 2026
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

It’s Canada Day on July 1, so let’s celebrate and reflect on the great
country we are blessed to be part of. Although there are challenges on
balance there are far more positives than negatives. 

"Whether we live together in confidence and cohesion; with more faith
and pride in ourselves and less self-doubt and hesitation; strong in the
conviction that the destiny of Canada is to unite, not divide; sharing in
cooperation, not in separation or in conflict; respecting our past and
welcoming our future." Lester B. Pearson

The weather has turned and we have enjoyed some wonderful weather. I
look for this to continue into the month. This has been a magnificent
growing season, the local produce is excellent and the pots and beds we
have at our home are flourishing.

Let’s reflect on Venezuela and send our hopes and payers for their
challenges with the devastating earthquakes they have experienced. 
CHIMO



Due to the latest directive from the national
organization the 50/50 draw is temporarily

suspended. If there is another way to
proceed the executive will bring it back in

its newest format. 

50/50 DRAW 

The monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 21st, at our
new location, Khowutsun Cultural Centre at 10:00 am.

Our July Speaker is Crissa Constantine, a local author who will speak
on her book  "Banished from the Homeland." The subject of Crissa’s
talk is to bring awareness of Stalin’s Holocaust.

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 

“It’s hard to throw yourself into cold
water and swim. But once you’re in the
water, it’s the most wonderful feeling on
earth.” (Michael Winter, writer, 1965-)

SOMETHING TO
PONDER 



Our lineup for Appie Nights is slowly filling in. Please consider hosting one
of these fun events and let anyone on the executive know what month you
prefer. I can also be reached directly by email at stonepolish@gmail.com.
It generally ranges at about 20 people but honestly, smaller gatherings are
perfectly suitable and the limits are entirely up to you as the host.
Everyone brings their own drinks along with their appetizer contribution
(enough for sharing) so it’s easy for the hosts. As your event approaches
please let Jan know the correct date and time and a communication with
details will be issued to all members.

July 2026: Bill and Donna Rodway
August 2026: Jan & Annie GrootWassink
September 2026: available
October 2026: available
November 2026: available
December 2026: availabl

July’s Appie Night: hosted by Bill and Donna Rodway
Date and Time: Friday, July 17  at 5 pmth

Address: 3136 Brant Crescent, Duncan
Contact: donnarodway@gmail.com or 250 748 3198

We are still looking for hosts September to December. If
interested please forward details to me at
stonepolish@gmail.com

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!!
APPIE NIGHT SIGN UP



When: Thursday, 6 August 2026, 4-6 pm

Where: Cherry Point Winery, 840 Cherry Point Road, Cobble Hill.
We will have the exclusive use of the bistro patio.
No better venue with such inviting ambience could be found.

Come and bring your friends to our ANNUAL SUMMER EVENT.
Time for good wine, good food, good company. 

Cost: members $45 pp, guests $55 pp, includes facility rent, appetizers,
GST, service charge
Drinks are at your own expense -- wine, beer and soft drinks .
 
This will be an opportunity to enjoy a summer afternoon with friends in a
relaxing setting.  GUESTS ARE INVITED !

RSVP: Please sign up before 1 August by eTransfer to
treasurer@probusduncan.ca (autodeposit). Or by cash/cheque to Milly
Annala.

Any questions, please contact Sharon Arnold, millarno1@gmail.com

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENT: 
SUMMERTIME AT CHERRYPOINT

mailto:treasurer@probusduncan.ca
mailto:millarno1@gmail.com


HOSTED BY KATIE DAAN
AT THE DUNCAN WHITE SPOT 

BREKKY BRUNCH

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8TH, AT 8:30 AM

The Brekkie Club is open to ALL members and would
welcome new attendees. Please drop a line to Katie at
katiedaan@gmail.com or 250-597-4736 so that she may
arrange table space. The Brekkie Brunch group meets
every second Wednesday of the month, same time and
location. Thanks.

FUN FACTS

“Fifty-light years away, in the
constellation Centaurus, a
white dwarf star nicknamed
Lucy contains at its core the
largest known diamond,
estimated to be 2400 miles
across and weighing about 10
billion trillion carats.” (The Old
Farmer’s Almanac, 2026)



The Bishop’s Man by Linden MacIntyre

The story was set in East Coast Canada, 1993. This book was heavy
reading and generated a great discussion. Father Duncan has spent
many years covering up scandals involving other priests. It explores the
effects of secrecy and loneliness. There was generally a feeling of
sympathy for him. 

Submitted by Sharon Arnold

WARMLAND READERS MEETING TIME: 2ND TUESDAY
MONTHLY AT 10 AM 

HAPPY BOOKERS MEETING TIME: 3RD WEDNESDAY
MONTHLY AT 2:00 PM 

The Happy Bookers chose The Garden of Evening Mists by Tan Twan
Eng. The story describes the relationship between Yun Ling Teoh and
Aritomo, an exiled former gardener of the Emperor of Japan. Yup has
recently escaped a brutal Japanese interment camp and over the course of
the story the secrets and tragedies are revealed as she dedicates herself to
the solace of creating a garden in the nem of her dead sister. 

On the whole, everyone spoke highly of the writing but found it emotionally
draining in parts. 

Submitted by Ceri Newman



The Better Bookies May book was Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby
Van Pelt. This book is a combination of light fantasy and a story about two
people who form a friendship when they work together at an aquarium
located in a small coastal town in northwestern Washington state. The
fantasy revolves around Marcellus, an aging octopus living in a tank in the
aquarium. Marcellus is not only a “remarkably bright creature” and an
escape artist, but is also a caring intelligent creature.  He maneuvers events
in order to enrich the life of the two humans.

It is also a story about friendship and family, growing old and grief.  Thanks
to Marcellus it is also a story with a happy ending.

We did not read a book in June but got together to visit, eat and plan a
schedule for the upcoming months
 

BETTER BOOKIES MEETING TIME: 2ND TUESDAY
MONTHLY AT 10:00 AM 



 

An interesting evening hosted by Anne & Hugh, which included many tales from
their recent trip to Africa. The theme for the evening was Old World (Europe) vs
New World (everyone else) with New World winning 2 of the 3 comparisons. All 
rated well, and several were quite reasonable price-wise. And there were so
many great appies we couldn’t finish them all. Now we will be taking our
summer hiatus, resuming in September.  

The 6-S’s 

Wine-Tasters

June 2026 

Table 1

Red

Rosé

Red

6S’s

White

White

Rosé

Hugh & Anne Clarke

Protea, Antonij Rupert 
winery

Angelo, Provincia di Pavia

Selaks, Hawkes Bay

Bobal, Sierra Salinas

Private Reserve, Sumac
Ridge

Arrogant Frog, Jean-Claude
Mas

2022France (Old World)

2024Italy (Old World)

2024 Need Zealand (New
World)

2024Spain (Old World)

2023Okanagan (New World)

2024South Africa (New World)

Rosé

Cab Merlot

Pinot Grigio

Rosé

 Pinot Grigio 

Cabernet Merlot

$18.50

$13.00

$19.00

$13.00

$16.00

$14.00

86.5

83.8

85.0

80.8

84.2

86.0



MONTHLY HIKE

When: Thursday, 2 July 2026, meet 10:15 , start 10:30

Where: Bear Trail loop, north of Thain Rd, Cobble Hill Mountain
Regional Recreation Area. Mostly flat terrain with well-groomed trails

Lunch: Cobblestone Pub, Cobble Hill

WHEN: THURSDAY, JULY 2  ND

ARRIVE AT 10:15 AM FOR 10:30 AM START
WHERE: BEAR TRAIL LOOP

MONTHLY WALK

HAPPY WALKERS AT BRIGHT ANGEL
PARK ON SUCH A BEAUTIFUL MORNING

WHEN: THURSDAY, JULY 16TH
ARRIVE AT 10:15 AM FOR 10:30 AM START
WHERE:KINSOL TRESTLE AREA

Where: Kinsol Trestle
area

Lunch: The Lakehouse at
Shawnigan



THE EXECUTIVE 2025/2026 

Membership Chair: Marg Brown
778 422 0220

President: David Carriere
403 671 0820

Past President: Win Teague 

Secretary: Richard Johnson
613 324 3353

Treasurer: Jan GrootWassink
250 743 7850

Vice President: Dorothy Whittome
250 746 6645



ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER ROLES

Members at Large: 

Sharon Arnold  250 732 6013
Leslie Hodgson  250 416 1122
Ian Kennedy   250 244 4722
Bert Pieke  250 746 0782
Marilyn Richardson   250 252 3279



ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEER ROLES

Non Elected Positions:

Speaker Coordinator:  David Carriere  403 671 0820
Membership: Marg Brown  778 422 0220
National Probus Representative: Ian Kennedy
250 244 4722 or kennedy.ian.m@gmail.com
Volunteer Committee Chair: Dorothy Whittome  250 746 6645
Sunshine: Margaret Nadeau
Communications: Jan GrootWassink  250 743 7850
AudioVisual Equipment: Jan GrootWassink  250 743 7850
Web Site: Bert Pieke 250 746 0782
Newsletter: Roxanne Carriere  stonepolish@gmail.com 403 826 2644
50/50 Tickets: Leslie Hodgson  250 416 1122 and 
Jack Stevenson  250 743 6151
Bio Book:  Al and Marg Brown 778 422 0220
Book Table: Janet and Anton Turner 250 746 7423
Quiz Master: Rosemary Kennedy  250 244 4722
Greeting Committee: Helen Stevenson 250 743 6151, 
Ceri Newman 250 746 6773 and Ken Sulz  250743 9352.  
Ride Share: George Daan 250 597 4736
Special Events Committee: Dorothy Whittome 250 746 6645 and Leslie
Hodgson 250 416 1122



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Appy Evening: Meeting time varies monthly, available times can be
viewed via the newsletter. Sign up with Roxanne Carriere at
stonepolish@gmail.com with details and an email will be issued to the
membership. 

Better Bookies: Meeting 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10 am
Margo Johnston  250 733 227 or mjohnst2@shaw.ca

Warmland Readers: Meeting 2nd Tuesday of each month at 10 am
Marg Brown  778 422 0220 or a_mbrown@shaw.ca

Happy Bookers: Meeting 3  Wednesday of each month at 2 pmrd

Jill Jones.  778 422 3317  jilljones37@outlook.com

Brekkie Brunch: Meeting 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8:30 am
Katie Daan  250-597-4736 or katiedaan@gmail.com

Dining Out: Meeting time varies - Jan GrootWassink 250 743 7850

Discussion Group: Meeting last Tuesday of each month at 2 pm
Bert Pieke  250 746 0782 or bpieke@gmail.com

Investment Group: Meeting first Tuesday of each month at 3:00 pm
Ross Haggart  250-888-0908 or haggart149@gmail.com

Monthly Lunching Out: Last Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
Milly Annala at 250-746-5642 or Carol Goodger-Hill at 250-743-7434



SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Hiking Group: Meeting time first Thursday of each month at 10:00 am
Ian Kennedy  250 244 4722 or kennedy.ian.m@gmail.com
Jan GrootWassink. 250 743 7850 or wilderconsulting@outlook.com

Management Meeting: Meeting Thursday, one week before monthly
meeting - chaired by David Carriere  - 403 671 0820 or
chimodjc@gmail.com

Monthly Meeting: Meeting 3rd Tuesday at 9:30 coffee/10 am meeting 
David Carriere 403 671 0820 or chimodjc@gmail.com

Walking Group: Meeting 3rd Thursday of each month at 10:00 am
By Committee

Wine Tasters: Meeting 3rd Tuesday of each month (subject to change)
John Howatt  250 746 9248 or John.tammy@mac.com
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